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How great these gifts were, we can judge from the
people she gathered round her. The literary world,
never too careful of its reputation, gave her reunions a
touch of Bohemianism, especially since she welcomed
the lesser lights as cordially as the greater. Lady Bles-
sington was herself a writer and edited various Annuals;
her Conversations with Lord Byron had enabled her to
get her own back on some of the great ladies by report-
ing the poet's candid opinion of them, sufficiently
piquant to make the book's reputation. Besides being
notorious, she was a famous beauty and possessed a truly
Irish bonhomie and tact, which enabled her to set all
her guests at their ease, and show off her lions without
letting them bite each other. At her side was the most
fashionable young man of the day as far as masculine
society went, the hero of the clubs and the model of
every dandy. Although d'Orsay does not seem to have
been specially witty in an age of wits, he had an inex-
haustible flow of gaiety and good spirits, which stimu-
lated his guests.

A curious illustration of Lady Blessington's equivocal
social position is the attitude of that rather sanctimon-
ious literary couple, the S. C. Halls5 whilst Mrs. S. C.
Hall could only permit herself to visit her friend and
benefactor in the afternoons, Mr. S. C. Hall could appar-
ently attend the evening receptions quite safely.

Greville (who for some reason disliked Lady Blessing-
ton), describes 'that strange sort of omnium gatherum
party which is to be met with nowhere else, and which
for that reason alone is curious. . . . Lady Blessington's
existence is a curiosity, and her house and society have
at least the merit of being singular, though the latter is
not so agreeable as from its composition it ought to be.
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